
How to sew on a Scout badge. In 7 years or less. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GmgTjFdOu6s   

Starting  and finishing stitching on a badge 

After seven years of my boys walking around with badges that look like they were sewn on 

by Dr. Frankenstein, I finally figured out how to do the job quickly and tidily. This is not a D-

I-Y blog, but this kind of domestic breakthrough needs to be shared with all the other home 

ec dunces of the world. 
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Clockwise from the top left: 

1. Match thread to the color of the uniform. Or not (see Step 3). Pin badge securely in 

position. 

2. Turn the area to be sewn inside out. If it’s a pocket, pull it out, so you don’t sew it shut. 

3. Sew along the ridge formed by the edge of the badge with whatever kind of stitch you call 

this. The needle is only piercing the underside of the embroidered border through the 

fabric, so not only does it glide through smoothly, the thread doesn’t show on the front of 

the badge at all. As long as your stitches don’t stray outside the badge rim, it doesn’t 

 matter how ugly the stitches are or what color you use. 

4. Cut and knot the thread. Turn uniform right side out and behold your expert handiwork. 

Sing that line from “Tiny Dancer.”  You’re a seamstress for the baa-and… 

Also, 

Whip Stitch 

http://www.holiday-crafts-and-creations.com/whip-stitch.html 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                              

http://www.holiday-crafts-and-creations.com/whip-stitch.html


Step 1: 

Begin the whip stitch by tying a knot in the end of your thread. Then poke your 
needle up through the top layer of fabric, about 1/8" in, from between the two 

pieces. This way the knot will be between the two pieces of fabric and will not be 
visible. 

 

Step 2: 

Next, poke the needle up through both layers of fabric so the needle and thread 

come up in almost the same place as in step 1. By doing this, the thread should be 
wrapped around the edges of the fabric in one neat stitch. It is important to pull the 
stitches so that they are snug, but not overly tight. 

 



                                                                                                                          
Step 3: 

Once again, poke the needle up through both layers of fabric. Poke the needle 

though the same hole as before, so this next stitch will cover the first stitch. 
However, this time you will angle the needle so that it comes up about 1/8" from 

the first stitch (as well as 1/8" from the edge of the fabric). Pull this stitch tight, 
and you should have what still looks like one stitch, but the thread is coming out of 

the fabric next to it. 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                

 

 



Step 4: 

Now poke the needle up through the fabric, directly under where the thread is 
coming up. But again, angle the needle so that the end comes out next to this 

second stitch. When you pull this stitch tight, it should be straight up and down, not 
angled. In others words, it should be parallel to the first stitch. 

 

                                                                                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Step 5: 

Continue this pattern of poking the needle through the two layers at an angle, 
coming up next to the previous stitch. When you have reached the end of the 

section you want to stitch, or you need to start with a new piece of thread, make 
the final stitch come straight up, rather than angled off to the side. Then poke the 

needle through the bottom of this stitch again (making the stitch doubled) but only 
go through the bottom layer, so your thread is in between layers. Basically you are 

trying to do the reverse of how you started the whip stitch, so you can make a knot 
in between the layers of fabric. 

 

 

                                                                                                                        

 



Step 6: 

To make the knot, you may have to pull the two pieces of fabric apart a little. This 
will let you see the backs of the stitches you made. Poke the needle through the 

backside of the last stitch you made. Then loop the needle through this loop of 
thread twice. Now as you pull the thread tight, this should create a knot that is 

tight against the seam. You now can cut your thread free. Now you are done! 

 

If you were knotting off the thread because it was getting too short, but you 
weren't finished, simply get a new piece of thread and start again from the 
beginning of this tutorial.  

 


